[The effect of high hydrostatic pressure on the cell center and microtubules in tissue culture cells].
A network of cytoplasmic microtubules in PE cells disassembles at 37 degrees C under 1000 atm pr. in 12 to 14 hours; under 2000 atm pr., the disassembly time is not more than 2 hours. The reconstitution process sets in 20 minutes after pressure dropping to proceed diffusely throughout the cytoplasm. Microtubules attached to the cell center reappear in 45 minutes. The dynamics of microtubular disassembly and reconstitution indicates a complete inactivation of the cell center as a microtubule-organizing center.